


Institutional Archive of the Naval Postgraduate School 





Calhoun: The NPS Institutional Archive 
DSpace Repository 


Theses and Dissertations l. Thesis and Dissertation Collection, all items 


1994-03 


The influence of fin height and wall 
conductivity on integral-fin tubes during 
steam condensation 


Meyer, David William 


Monterey, California. Naval Postgraduate School 


http://hdl.handle.net/10945/28286 


Downloaded from NPS Archive: Calhoun 


Calhoun is the Naval Postgraduate School's public access digital repository for 


΄ τ D U DLEY research materials and institutional publications created by the NPS community. 
| Calhoun is named for Professor of Mathematics Guy K. Calhoun, NPS's first 
th 
KNOX appointed — and published — scholarly author. 


"Wy LIBRARY Dudley Knox Library / Naval Postgraduate School 


411 Dyer Road / 1 University Circle 
Monterey, California USA 93943 








http://www.nps.edu/library 
















> Pw) M be νου a) 
. 97.4. ];$; "LO TELE FERES , 
|. . ae ή le 1 44 —8 

i " 





ED 
Uir 


-- — 
i 


P b id 
σοι ΚΕΠ 
a ER S TU PER 















































^ ga at 
SEE MS ΠΗ EL S e ux" a 
LI ο, D rg pl oH "n Dh iif A ao ΤΙ κε ATT a 
᾽ ] —F τ tà M HM E e G [ντ 
. ra á Fas 
J EA ῃ ; MH Ee DE DO Ανά, κ. Er AN 
n A P ' Mp EDU E E. di one 
ΝΟ, εν, * 
E S MM ND si m MU IE E EU 
For: A - E ^ [PAL T. n 
* D ΠΠ η —— * " e e ty à 
x . * d hos η 
x n p à | Π 































































































` E Ν 
i PA Pare] 
ATES e$ 
A LM inc ^ 
n DU MEER 
d f MGE —8* 
u 4 ΓΝ EM eae PR 
7 Ἡ ROPA 
A i MODEM EE 
* I n 3 κ 
A ο 
Pu P 
Mt i: B k y 
TEE ME E G L 
T d πι a po ` 
m, : DD Om —* 
n um S ROI 
* d "mE LI 
(η ΚΙ — mh g zu Hu aj 
ET n Mer al be i+ gt LE] 
P ` MIT αρ P —— iSite 
μην i ae ΗΝ at yet 
ΠΡΙ ΜῊ 5 
4 ΠΗ p T LH ay HD uus M — aa 
ch aad 


IDEE SUL 
Hi ku n MATRE TIERS A a ο 
a n E lakt ἘΝ LP] 
H EET ΝΤ LA RT K] wee OCA 
aa IRR RES Oe ss ΕΤ EL T wr 
Μαν eae (ΝΆ RET JOTR SM 
nr a ol . ΤΩΝ € tga tA 
ΠῚ DR ΠΟΥ R A 
ΦΥ 



















ΠΤ 




























m 
à —* 

































































































































































































ue oy "ΠΤ 
' a η n Ed "CR VP ana AURS 
FA * ΠΠ Save O84, 
Hi —— x a i. ΠΥ DICAM dE EL 
Y " «5. EIER IRE MP m yo pond 
i ΠΩ no Ek. [RET 
η 'm ΠΤ Shai. dha, at i 
SAKA ren LE 
Oi Lp oun η P 
dan reb CERETI TES 
J Para) DEM PPM x4, * v. 
TE mite ον n. eX 
H εν pe i NI Eg 
n iE hu * Pa + Ehi n —— 
ΠΠ n "En TI EVE 
ne REO th, t EIE ΠΡ i ui ΝΥ S EH 
TE KC us ΤΉΝ ο i n : 
EL Mu Da hes MM CE: P ri , 
x EL CMM ῇ 4. η AS 
: Cy n: EL TEM) i J Pore 7h re πως, 
: Fan RC ERE ANS η η 124 are ei FAUNE ite "d P 4 ἡ 
* nn "AU .-. IL - 
, N IMS " EIS MATES "d si E nm 
ΠΗ at 
7 MT 
[ο ΠΗ 
ΣΙ HR 
"m n ΤΩ si 
m ETE] 
LENT E H NIA n Hes — 
tT P ME n UP re Pepe 
η ῃ 
` LE ΝῺ «ἨΔ; 
ΓΜ — 
ARR à p PN RUNE 
Γη 1 "an — 
et here Ay DI all P 
E EU [220 317 — 
ed ON) ose Ce VOLU we 
A POPE P UP eae rb p 
1 T € ody,6 4v, E 
ERES "er dn TM n εἶ η — 
ΠῚ oi T E ΠΡ Pa 
"LOUER ILE να ἶ MU IN ν ος ERE 
AAT ARE Ei — s 
κ ΝΗ ΝΣ μα 
F pa i A yx a 
1» X POTE a ` η 
$ UE ico Π D Á 
— DA R i — E 
4 ΜΚ ΤΩΝ * 
a Fete mat yt m 
A 5, 
| 
T ] 
"it PRESTI κ 







Αμ prn iii 
vA ΠΝ δὲ ΦΗ UA 


































































































A 
5 
, 
H aar 
ο ου LII 
. 4^ i 5 ΜΗ} 
LS m "te 
τ [11 EN T 
] .. HP 
is n "EDI 
n um 
K F 1: Loire 
* Li ὧν LES 
s H (46 ΚΟ 
" MID Sd PLE | 
Es B μ᾿ ΡΝ ΗΕ r 
ΠΠ (ANERE ETATE PS 
y "Nie Vinal a, 
Ἡ ΟΣ κ 
MD i 
"EET ΗΡΙ H 
UESTET μη rar 
ΜΗ rh 
P» T] 
1 n Π 
LR v 
* , + 
À d lr 
D» 
" v 
A ? ( 
e * P 
ii 
* d EE 
H E m 
dnd dH 
ΩΝ ῃ 
H d 
LA D H 
m — my 35 
rå ar |- 1 ἐν ] 
D xL ΗΝ 
* bi DICE 
F aH 
| Zi 
" 
κ t` 
"T Pa 
EET REIS PR 
EA "4! 
ur PN 
CAS 5 
ET HS 
ERU HIE 
Ira 
E 







4 


ΕΦ 


n 
κκ πμ 

































E dS RC 
5 uai T "€ Tas! & Hm Li 
E v. E ΡΟ ΣΥ 
Wt ὦ EE 
MD 
my 
ῃ 
- 
: <a 

P D 

p x ΤΙ Ἢ n 

D: V ARTS [PA Hear 

F τη P P Pere 

F EH 4X 

Hn H m 

te HE B 

^H t ΜΕ 









$t DIPL IERIDA 
[T Mer —— 
x 









Rd Phe eet ary 


















R HI EXPE URN "ILI EN PL PUR 

D $5, PS —— E Ei 
"ME: i p — wer 
M . APT wc ae tho 

fe F PEN EIS 

— N οκ) 

G ry 





πο που. 
dee sy 8 © in FELEL 
τ Mig LANI 


s SEM we 
ie 










— UA pees vee 
TLK koati : 
11! πο 


-> 
ud 














x 















































































































































*y δη 
ET ΟΝ T 
1 "di qtr ἐν C DD hs 
— HT SH - Dn 
E 1 E "MR 
Ome gers dis Re DE : p ΝΤΟ Re tat POSITOS 
PPM ης ΠΡΙ ΠΩ ΠΡ Τα] πι ΗΝ 
reyes ‘a eed 1: Ἡ iu Li M AIR EK ΟΣΟΝ ΩΝ — ο rer 
Lr. m E U VE ——— μάλ! oo Y ARA TREES 3a ο 
[ΠΕ ΠΠ DATE iu k X y £8 are bk etek | 
et pe rice 5 
decree i RTL S NS * 
"TP ο ΑΡ at aom Lis n 
ΠΤ ΜΙΑΝ ΙΑ; 
A CA ΕΦ. Sick tet die | id BY he te hiad 
LR Prat MB ELE I Μπο Ου hrs sa 
Po A zs . EAs μεν. ΙΑ EE SN E er Md 
CT ds MP Hi MALUNT "n eT "LIB LL Ωμ σσ, 
Eas NE i ^1 Mi IN ui ΟΠΣ γω. αμ ης pe re es 
" η ory Li RETE i ΠΝ v, d tb yt LH — Vr y ERE κ μα 4 — 
Pag bee” Ces ΤΟΝ cn} ΠΗ ΗΝ Duft. n UNUM n fuse NOT Imo merat 
κ EC SAUL US P 5 pod pe di n 2n. DITE πμ η Le a ΣΣ 
ΓΤ ἕ 4 ἐν’ is H "TE 
Lt * aL. — ee an 
A Ae — PTER 
pai R AE MID 
1 ' E μι "uU 
RN KHARUIT LOAD us ΠΟΙ μμ fate η ή 47 
LIA : D ery ru C CEP] Cee Pre cet M nm or 
ste E ieee | n a 1 UE Ju a 448 “ty S pyra nu P "n 1A S Hi 3 ty EI f — i ES 
id RISE S Eod nu ΡΤ] Du os " EE noa rn Ηρ a eres Jet —8 >y Le 
E ται Μα Η L n ο hd BELTET T A AU {egy esr LR LAERET TUE tE TT * ων πας a 
ΡΕ ΕΥ] HH wt DEM . "üt na ou ος ΠΟ nE raa — ο η 





ΗΚ —* Ας 







LU 





ar 






Πω ο ΜΗ πο EN Kec 























































































; E 3 [ῃ PA PUMP 
ΚΠΣ Ps PRESA E HM ΤῸ ΠΟ — | E RA ΠΣ poe t} * elt —— A 2n N71 
ο ον "δω μα Η ΝΡ M MP RS NS 
y ΣΤ; TET: t f d 7 eee τι LI M N 
UI | ΠΝ RTL eae ΠΗ μα a * μμ Se pes e de tab paid 
T" — e — [IMMINET n HD b LEN PES EE B i "ux x 25 he Eds An pare dH plates — — 
HEU ΤΝΤ ΙΟΣ δ. πι n A E M ^ d gi D Ü e 
κά ERAN MiB AE RRR LE ERU ΩΣ 
που mie area et au pi 6 4a taah ΙΡ EOR E LE κ] AL AE AE 5 vig yr CIF] NEUE 
— ΠΕ f — ie ' ΠΠ w ber NI J LT" mot i. ^ 3 s L] j Laer E Re Ley P EC hd ien Ph ar] 
— ram ΠΗ ΠΝ ΠΝ ΠΤΩΣΗΣ $5 matuan] — CS LP. Tc ee A aie PM 
Rep — ΜΥ ή] ιτ: (1 " τας —— Open dL DS. 
SE A ΠΠ ο ee H Pan : I et of PE AUD Uy os MIA S test Eri MUS TOO eee pic κα η 
T r PEN 4 η hate ο ΟΡΩΝ SUUM DIM ‘ —— Wi Jtt tart fe 










bea Atal De TA haat t 


CET ELL T |Ο ΠΩ Ea 






νι. ΤΝ the n DR 
^ HAIR auar 































LII ΖΉΤΩ chee M ο μμ 

ΠΝ TO D ME EU E AAT Arco E 

wees M fr Peas ®t Daa μα ΙΡ σα ή NC LALLE HALE n LL 

LEE πι μα AT EEIT ALLE HILL ips [C p to XLI 
En d ῃ a IL n 1 NH "P r LC μα ΜΙ πο Y 

P tr rye ge APTA MU ELE, " δ ΤΕΝ ΗΠ tz πε "n 
i ο : "P E n AU μας "m DE try 
: 





Ες 
MU —— * 

Tae” Soe Ay om tg rh ay η 
RA σα 













ΠΩ A s 
νο atn iut egt, oe Ωω, 
Toh LIT IE PAS 
ν ΠΩ k ALTRI PIT 
H 


vg AMT J 






















































T Pre ON oF BHL LET, i EL JEU t4 n PL 
ΜΗ DD ER x ΠΤ ICA EM Tap PH ng or tpn gy ein 
Δι D EA ῃ Aon E E quA ῇ META ΚΠ —— 1 RI EAT — 
να ΝΟΥ ΕΕ LA Pre FRE οι Mel Ην tate ΤΗΣ 
j“ GEEET SE PT LEETE 14 * M IA rere ΠΣΕ ΟΥ η pir ων 
JE NON I Nr it ba 4 1 NEN IT M ΤΟΤΕ ΤΗ — a 
ET P a Me d iR Sen P srt [ qii S PUTEM, Pio agent rena ae Ho ane Γη D cx IM PT 
LI V H r «v ? "I1 e rT T1 E P ΟῚ ν x 
j HANS UM Ee — er M Le i y ? eX μ.μ v ΑΣ 







y*L f Ter 












fitit Y DELE HN beg D 





t 
LI 






































































NW wl 
a m LL 4 
M σι ΑΛ ED Man ΠῚ "a 
t ‘ .. D i: ate Mad, ur s va DAT T] i " M e 
Ὃ να. D EL Y it LR Ἡ αμ νο” v» EUR 
1 A τ η Baie "E ο t A EE [N P T ΠΝ ΣΙ. Sogou er ΠῚ τον --ψ 
"Hd A LM Ve ων κ ΝΙΚ 4 eta ol A Le Lei LT 
D ΝΤΕ; NE FONA ae P n ΓΩ μι» 
E [E Π F ΤΚ Ὦ —— PEL 6 lead ορ 
i n ΤΑΙ ? ΟΙ ΠΩ zl UR LER EP d ολ” 
s Zr LI INPS πλω» an HTTP — μμ μμ T 8 Lt aT 
, E " P. "vm ME H ER 5 whet vate Gertie Lila aes aaa ALLE beh Tams Bl DENN 
CE bat Ted κ 4 ΠΠ — ἄν, 4 Hh à AY) Md m "$* EA T E gry? 278 
Mas "T Coe ie “al s n [Ir] κ ta tte 0) "H «47,9 a 
ha gas ^ TN "Ἢ oe lat AM hd Be bata ol IE be g ve 
t Ue £n E ood "D " Ve SP 1 e 10 ΠΩ ΚΙΝ E OEC εν ΚΚ F m ph p * X 
1 M ΝΑ —** ‘eee 
A b — 


Ete 1“ 





Un veru 

— E 
ARMAR ER 4 MOTOR — k 
η. νὴ 3 — — 
dw wie t ys Αχ 

' PP Sp aL 5 
p ae 
135568 


D 
SD 

END DING 

e ΚΠ IDEST 


























































[EE Un 

D wera acy E 
EA ΑΠ, Eu 
MEN LP NU EI 
(Ta NS 


Mem ST Ἴ un 

RAL Ante ett HID T 

Ἡ TRAE 

H ROS SS ΓΑ; 
RET ETI 


ay 


ets «ε 

mg SF [1] 

$"u" ni (T TERT 
4 


ma Lara 
Dad ὄψα 





ΠΝ ΑΠ of 
i ΤΗ 





i 

EET 

; TUR 
Li 


Πο 
















































a 

















ΠΜΣ PU d P [rs m 
4. —* UY 
uH UE) a! 





e 


κα] η τ 
h ΠΤΙ — 
ΜΜ ΗΕ ΜΑΣ} 

LI by Bl a 















DUDLEY KNOX LISRARY 
NAVAL POSTGRADUATE SCHOOL 
MONTEREY CA 93943-5101 


DUDLEY KNOX LIBRARY 
NAVAL POSTGRADUATE SCHOOL 
MONTEREY CA 93943-5101 





Approved for public release; distribution is unlimited. 


The Influence of Fin Height and Wall Conductivity on [ntegral-Fin Tubes During Steam 


Condensation 


by 
David ο 


Lieutenant, United/States Navy 
B.S., The Ohio State University, 1987 


Submitted in partial fulfillment 
of the requirements for the degree of 
MASTER OF SCIENCE IN MECHANICAL ENGINEERING 
from the 


NAVAL POSTGRADUATE SCHOOL 
March, 1994 


| REPORT DOCUMENTATION PAGE 


Public reporting burden for this collection of information is estimated to average | hour per response, including the time for reviewing instruction, 
searching existing data sources, gathering and maintaining the data needed, and completing and reviewing the collection of information. Send comments 
regarding this burden estimate or any other aspect of this collection of information, including suggestions for reducing this burden, to Washington 
Headquarters Services, Directorate for Information Operations and Reports, 1215 Jefferson Davis Highway, Suite 1204, Arlington. V A 22202-4302, and 
[ο the Office of Manapement and Budget, Paperwork Reduction Project (0704-0188) Washington DC 20503. 


1. AGENCY USE ONLY 2. REPORT DATE 3. REPORT TYPE AND DATES COVERED 
24Mar 1994 Master's Thesis 
4. TITLE AND SUBTITLE The Influence of Fin Height and Wall 5. FUNDING NUMBERS 
Conductivity on Integral-Fin Tubes During Steam Condensation 
6. AUTHOR David William Meyer 


7. PERFORMING ORGANIZATION NAME AND ADDRESS 
Naval Postgraduate School ORGANIZATION 
Monterey CA 93943-5000 REPORT NUMBER 


9, SPONSORING/MONITORING AGENCY NAME(S) AND ADDRESS(ES) 10. SPONSORING/MONITORING 
AGENCY REPORT NUMBER 


11. SUPPLEMENTARY NOTES The views expressed in this thesis are those of the author and do not 
reflect the official policy or position of the Department of Defense or the U.S. Government. 


12a. DISTRIBUTION/AVAILABILITY STATEMENT 12b. DISTRIBUTION CODE 

Approved for public release; distribution is unlimited. 

' 13. ABSTRACT 

Heat transfer performance of horizontal, integral-fin tubes made of copper, aluminum, copper-nickel, 
and stainless steel was evaluated using a boiler and steam condenser assembly. Testing was done at 
vacuum and atmospheric pressure conditions. The tubes tested had an inner diameter of 12.7mm, a root 
diameter of 13.88mm, and fin heights ranging from 0.5mm to 1.5mm, in 0.25mm increments. The 

' outside heat transfer coefficient was determined first by finding the overall heat transfer coefficient, U,, 
then by using the Modified Wilson Plot Technique. The results indicated that the performance of a 

| finned tube is very dependent on fin height and tube material. Moreover, the results were compared 
with the predictive models of Beatty and Katz, Rose, Adamek and Webb, and Honda et al., with a 
modified version of the Rose model demonstrating the best predictive capabilities. 


















8. PERFORMING 















14. SUBJECT TERMS None 15. NUMBER OF 
PAGES 168 
16. PRICE CODE 
17. SECURITY CLASSIFI- 18. SECURITY CLASSIFI- | 19. SECURITY CLASSIFI- 20. LIMITATION OF 
CATION OF REPORT CATION OF THIS PAGE CATION OF ABSTRACT | ABSTRACT 
Unclassified Unclassified Unclassified UL 
NSN 40-0 1-250-550U tandard Form 29% (Rev. 2-99 


Prescribed by ANSI Std. 239-18 





ABSTRACT 


Heat transfer performance of horizontal, integral-fin tubes made of copper, 
aluminum, copper-nickel, and stainless steel was evaluated using a boiler and steam 
condenser assembly. Testing was done at vacuum and atmospheric pressure conditions. 
The tubes tested had an inner diameter of 12.7mm, a root diameter of 13.88mm, and fin 
heights ranging from 0.5mm to 1.5mm, in 0.25mm increments. The outside heat transfer 
coefficient was determined first by finding the overall heat transfer coefficient, U,, then by 
using the Modified Wilson Plot Technique. 

The results indicated that the performance of a finned tube is very dependent on fin 
height and tube material. Moreover, the results were compared with the predictive models 
of Beatty and Katz, Rose, Adamek and Webb, and Honda et al., with a modified version 


of the Rose model demonstrating the best predictive capabilities. 


LI. 


ΓΤ 


TV 


NLIS 
M oZ 
C,/ 


TABLE OF CONTENTS 


INTRODUCTION 9. Ἢν, T: — NM ces Sees se 
A. | BACKGROUND. οσο... - η, 
B. PREDICTIVE MODELS ee 


C. NAVAL POSTGRADUATE SCHOOL CONDENSATION RESEARCH 


D. OBJECTIVES ο ον ο. --υ- ο, 
A REVIEW OF RELEVANT PREDICTIVE MODELS ..... . 
A. NUSSELT MODEL 2. 6) 6 eee es 


B. BEATTY AND KATZ MODED "m TP 
C. ROSE MODEL τ... 


D. ADAMEK AND WEBB MODEL . ee 


E. ΠΟΝΟΣ MODEL n o aaa - -«τ᾿τ';ΙΠ 
EXPERIMENTAL APPARATUS ...... « > «© : TENE 
A. SYSTEM AND SYSTEM INSTRUMENTATION OVERVIEW. . 


B. TUBES ΤΕ ου -υ-, 


EXPERIMENTAL PROCEDURES AND DATA ANALYSIS ... . 


A. SYSTEM OPERATION AND TUBE PREPARATION . . . . . 
B. 02 ΨΚ 
1. DRPALL ο ο ο ο 7.92 207200 01 NI 5 


2. HEAIMEYER . . . 20,1000 101101 2101 11 1 M I 


3. Tsujimori . . 909 7 10100 1 TM VV 


iv 


12 


14 


16 


16 


16 


20 


20 


22 


22 


25 


29 


DUDLEY KNOX LIBRARY 
AL POSTGRADUATE SCH 
MONTEREY CA 93943-5103 E 


EE —CRESUBEBTS^CAND DISCUSSION. . . o. . « » « 7$ ο 26 
LDEEUCGBHERADODESCGUSSTON — e > e s 6 o © © © © o © ο 26 

B. HEAT TRANSFER GOEFPICT ENT VS. TEMPERATURE 
DT TEPRRREN ET νο 4 1. .. $9 ν ν ὁ e * * e οὁ ο » 28 


1. Improvement of Enhanced Over Smooth Tube 


Boni or rmance I TA . 9 o. «e 2 «© © © ο 28 

2. Impact of Conductivity on Tube Performance 37 

C. COMPARISON OF DATA WITH PREDICTIVE MODELS . . . 38 
Bee μα ΙΙ ΠΕΝΕ ΝΟ, FIN HEIGHT ..... è è >è e 47 
1. Smooth Tube Performance . . . . . . . . . . 50 

2. Effect of Fin Height on Enhancement . . . . 50 

3. Effect of Conductivity on Enhancement .. . o 


E. COMPARISON OF ENHANCEMENT WITH THE ROSE 


Giese) MeDEI '». M oe. ὁ ὁ ο» ο Cll 2d 

VI. CONCLUSIONS AND RECOMMENDATIONS . . . . . . . . . 64 
A 9 CONCLUS IONS 9 9 9 9 9 ο 9 9 9 9 9 9 9 9 e e 9 9 64 

ο εν ΗΟ... , » > o e o «© «© © © «© © «© ο 65 
BEEN RET ERENCES . . » « © © © ο o © o © © © © o ο ο 66 
APPENDIX A. - DRPALL PROGRAM LISTING . . . . . . . . . 68 
SPPENDIX B. —- PROGRAM HEATMEYER . . . . « « « è è ὁ « œ 69 
ους ο = TSUJIMORI COMPUTER CODES . . . . . . > >œ 70 


APPENDIX D. = EXPERIMENTAL DATA — ul 


APPENDIX E. - UNCERTAINTY ANALYSIS . . . . . . . . . 110 


INITIAL DISEBREBUTTON Bist a: = . 155 


vi 





Y 
z 


— 
o 


=h 
et 


amm) 


ο 


tot,p 


o -» — c 


w σσ wù UU > p» PP p» P P 


et 


Ω 


Ὅ - 


O oO Ω 
7 £ 


J 


ο 


J 


fg 


NOMENCLATURE 


effective surface area as defined by eqn. (5), m 
surface area of fin flank as defined by eqn. (6), m 
surface area of fin tip as defined by eqn. (7), mé 
inside surface area of test tube, m 

outside surface area of smooth tube m^ 

outside area of test tube for one pitch length, m 
unfinned surface area as defined in eqn. (8), m 
constant used by Rose [Ref. 4], equal to 2.96 
constant used by Rose (Ref. 4], equal to 0.143 
constant used by Rose [Ref. 4], equal to 0.143 
constant used by Rose (Ref. 4], equal to 0.143 
assumed leading coefficient for h, as in eqn. (25) 
Specific heat at constant pressure, J/(kg K) 
equivalent diameter as defined in eqn. (3), m 
inside diameter of test tube, m 

outside diameter of test tube, or smooth tube, m 
root diameter of finned tube, m 

fraction of unflooded fin flank surface area that is 
covered with condensate 

fraction of unflooded interfin surface area that is 
covered with condensate 

gravitational constant, 9.81 m/s? 

Specific enthalpy of vaporization, J/kg 


inside heat transfer coefficient, W/(m^ K) 


vii 


i A απ ασ 


ο απ 


σαι 


LMTD 


PG 


dt 


dt 


Re 


μι ο η 
et y N -h n3 -- 
et 


Ho a H tH η 


= 


outside heat transfer coefficient, W/(m* K) 
thermal conductivity, W/(m K) 

thermal conductivity of coolant, W/(m K) 

thermal conductivity of condensate film, W/(m K) 
constant as defined in eqn. (28) 

constant as defined in eqn. (29) 

length of test tube, m 

fin flank length as defined in eqn. (4), m 

log mean temperature difference, K 

mass flow rate of coolant, kg/s 

number of fins per unit length of tube, m`! 
Prandtl number 

fin flank heat flux as defined in eqn. (10), W/m? 
interfin heat flux as defined in eqn. (11), W/m? 
fin tip heat flux as defined in eqn. (12), W/m? 
heat transfer rate as defined in eqn. (19), W 
Reynolds number 

interfin spacing, m 

fin thickness, m 

coolant inlet temperature, K 

coolant outlet temperature, K 

film temperature, K, or constant as in eqn. (16) 
steam temperature, K, or constant as in eqn. (17) 
steam saturation temperature, K 

constant as defined in eqn. (15) 


tube outside wall temperature (at fin base), K 


vill 


overall heat transfer coefficient, W/(m? K) 


GREEK SYMBOLS 


α 


AT 


Ng 


T 


Hr 


Pr 


Py 


& (6) 


assumed leading coefficient to find h, 

temperature difference across the condensate film, K 
fin efficiency 

constant as defined in eqn. (27) 

enhancement ratio for a given temperature difference 
as defined in eqn. (14) 

dynamic viscosity, kg/(m s) 

condensate film dynamic viscosity, kg/(m s) 

density, kg/m 

condensate film density, kg/m 

fluid/vapor density difference, kg/m 

vapor density, kg/m 

condensate flooding angle as defined in eqn. (13) 
condensate surface tension, N/m 

constant as used in eqn. (11) 


Petukhov-Popov function as defined in eqn. (26) 


1X 


ACKNOWLEDGEMENTS 

The author would like to thank Prof. Paul J. Marto, for 
the advice, guidance, and continual support towards completion 
of this thesis. Thanks also to Dr. Ashok K. Das for his help 
as well. Much appreciation is also expressed for the 
invaluable aid given by Mr. Jim Scholfield, Mr. Tom Christian, 
Mr. David Marco, Mr. Tom McCord, Mr. Charles Crow, and Mr. 
Marto Blanco. Without their help, this thesis would have been 
much more difficult. 

And finally, the author extends his greatest appreciation 
to his wife Rosemary. This work could not have been possible 
without her love, advice, encouragement, and extreme 


patience. 


I. INTRODUCTION 


A. BACKGROUND 

Today, all over the world, steam plants are being used to 
provide power and electricity on land, and to propel ships and 
submarines at sea. Because of this extensive use of steam 
plants in general, and condensers in particular, it becomes 
apparent that any enhancement in the performance of a 
condenser could be of enormous benefit. For example, 
electricity could be generated cheaper, fuel consumption could 
be reduced, or ship speeds could be increased for a given 
power plant. 

One method of increasing condenser, and hence steam plant 
performance, is to use "enhanced" condenser tubes. These tubes 
offer an increase in performance by enhancing the heat 
transfer on either the inside or outside of the tubes. 
Therefore, using these tubes would allow for smaller, more 
efficient future condensers. Moreover, higher efficiency could 
be achieved for existing power plants by retubing with 
enhanced tubes. 

One type of enhanced tube is the integral-fin tube. An 
integral-fin tube is a tube with circumferential fins on its 
outside, manufactured by machining the material between the 


fins away. As the fin material always was part of the original 


tube stock, there is no contact resistance between the fin and 
the tube wall. (ie, The fin is an integral part of the tube.) 

There are two main reasons why integral-fin tubes are 
enhanced over smooth tubes. One reason is because of the added 
surface area presented by the fins for heat transfer. The 
other reason is the interaction between the surface tension of 
the condensate and the fins themselves. 

Increasing the surface area of a tube, one might surmise, 
would be very important in enhancing the heat transfer 
performance of a tube. After all, the more surface area there 
is, the more area there is for heat transfer. However, one 
would also surmise that there must be a limit to heat transfer 
enhancement. Particularly with lower conductivity materials, 
it is intuitively obvious that there is a fin height beyond 
which no further practical heat transfer increase will occur. 
This limit in heat transfer rate results from the competitive 
effects of increased condensing surface, and decreased heat 
conduction (fin efficiency) through the fin as fin height 
increases. The effect of fin efficiency during single phase 
heat transfer is well known in setting a proper integral fin 
height. 

The interaction between the fins and the condensate 
during condensation is a complex one, with two competing 
effects arising from surface tension. One effect is to thin 
the condensate film on the upper part of the tube. This is 


called the unflooded region. On the lower part of the tube, 


the presence of the fins causes condensate to be retained in 
the space between the fins. This is called the flooded region. 
These regions are shown in Figure 1. 

The unflooded region demonstrates enhanced heat transfer. 
This is because the condensate film on the tube wall and fin 
flanks is kept very thin by the action of surface tension and 
gravity. As the condensate has a much lower’ thermal 
conductivity than the typical metal tube, its thinning 
increases the amount of heat transfer. 

Again, because of the low conductivity of the condensate, 
the heat transfer is drastically reduced in the flooded 
portion of the tube. When compared to the unflooded portion, 
the amount of heat transfer provided by the flooded portion is 
very small. 

Unfortunately, by increasing the fin height, the flooded 
portion of the tube is increased as well, again because of the 
effects of surface tension. This tends to reduce the amount 
of heat transfer, and competes directly with the enhancing 
factor of increased tube surface area mentioned earlier. 

Much work has already been done with integral-fin tubes at 
the Naval Postgraduate School (NPS) and elsewhere. However, 
the vast majority of work has been done with copper tubes 
because of its high thermal conductivity and ease of 


fabrication. Because of strength and/or corrosion concerns, 
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most condensers use tubes made of copper-nickel, bronze, 
stainless steel, or titanium, all of which have much lower 


thermal conductivities than copper. 


B. PREDICTIVE MODELS 

It is obvious that enhanced tubes are advantageous. 
However, being able to predict their performance would be even 
more advantageous. After all, how does one design a condenser 
when the performance of the tubes isn’t well known? For that 
matter, how does one tell if performance of enhanced tubes is 
worth the added cost of manufacturing them? 

Nusselt (Ref. 1], in 1916, was the first to successfully 
predict the performance of smooth tubes. Since then, Beatty 
and Katz [Ref. 2], Adamek and Webb (Ref. 3], Rose [Ref. 4], 
and Honda et al. (Ref. 5] have all attempted to predict, with 
varying degrees of success, the performance of integral-fin 
tubes. 

There is very little experimental validation of the 
previously mentioned integral-fin models and virtually all the 
data are with copper tubes (though Jaber and Webb (Ref. 6], 
have done some very recent work with other materials). 
Therefore, the previously mentioned models remain essentially 
unproven with regard to tubes that would be used in actual 


condensers. 


C. NAVAL POSTGRADUATE SCHOOL CONDENSATION RESEARCH 

This thesis is part of an ongoing research program to 
study enhanced condensation. Much work has been done over the 
years with integral-fin tubes of various dimensions, though 
most has been done only with copper tubes. Mitrou [Ref. 7], 
and most recently Cobb [Ref. 8], looked at tubes of different 


materials but with only limited variations of fin height. 


D. OBJECTIVES 
The main objectives of this thesis are as follows: 


1. Obtain repeatable data for integral-fin tubes made of 
different materials, to study the effects of thermal 
conductivity on tube performance. 


2. Compare data for tubes of the same material but different 
fin heights, to demonstrate the effect of fin height on tube 
performance. 


3. Compare the experimental results with available 
predictive models, to validate the models. 


II. A REVIEW OF RELEVANT PREDICTIVE MODELS 


A. NUSSELT MODEL 

As mentioned previously, Nusselt [Ref. 1] was the first to 
formulate an equation for the average heat transfer 
coefficient for a smooth horizontal tube during film 


condensation: 


1/4 


keghg,p — (1) 


H tDo ( D rM) 


In order to develop his equation, Nusselt assumed that 
the tube operates in a quiescent vapor, that is a vapor with 
zero velocity. While his model remains generally valid, in 
reality any vapor in a condenser will have some velocity. 
Assuming downward flow, the vapor velocity would tend to thin 
the condensate film and enhance the heat transfer above what 


the Nusselt model predicts. 


B.  BEATTY AND KATZ MODEL 

In 1948, Beatty and Katz (Ref. 2] formulated an equation 
for the average heat transfer coefficient for integral-fin 
tubes. They took into account the thermal conductivity of the 
wall material in order to accurately model the effect of the 


fins. However, to simplify the problem they neglected the 


effects of condensate surface tension. For rectangular shaped 


fins, their equation takes the form: 
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As Beatty and Katz ignored surface tension, one would 


expect their model to perform better for low surface tension 


fluids, such as refrigerants, than it would for water. Also, 
the model would predict the performance better under. high 
pressures and hence, high saturation temperature conditions 


where surface tension would be lower. 


C. ROSE MODEL 

Rose [Ref. 4] in 1993, developed a simple but complete 
model for determining the outside heat transfer coefficient 
for integral-fin tubes. Unlike Beatty and Katz [Ref. 2], he 
took into account the effects of surface tension, gravity 
induced drainage from the tube, and condensate flooding. He 
did, however, choose to ignore the effects of fin efficiency 
as he primarily dwelled on copper tubes which have a very high 
fin efficiency. Rose's equation for the outside heat transfer 


coefficient for an integral-fin tube is: 


(1-f,) x (Di-D2) 
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where d,, q., and d, are the heat fluxes from the fin flanks, 


interfin space, and fin tips: 
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and the condensate flooding angle φ 15: 


— 48i (13) 
pgsD, 


The quantities f, and f, represent the fraction of the 
unflooded portion of the interfin space and the fin flanks 
that are flooded with condensate. 

Moreover, Rose defines the enhancement ratio ει as oe 
ratio of the predicted outside heat transfer coefficient for 
a finned tube to that predicted by Nusselt at the same film 


temperature difference. This ratio is given as: 
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Note that these equations contain LOUT unknown 
coefficients, B1, Bs, Bf, and Bt. Rose curve fitted these 
equations to existing experimental data for copper tubes at 
atmospheric pressure (only) and determined that B1 should be 
2.96, while Bf, Bs, and Bt, were all equal to 0.143. 

Cobb (Ref. 8], in 1993 modified the Rose model to include 
the effects of fin efficiency. The modified Rose model 


therefore takes the form of: 
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D. ADAMEK AND WEBB MODEL 

Adamek and Webb [Ref. 3] use a far different approach to 
determine the outside heat transfer coefficient. Like Rose 
(Ref. 4], gravity drainage, surface tension and the flooding 
angle are all taken into account. However, that is where the 
similarity ends. 

Adamek and Webb chose not to ignore the effects of fin 
efficiency. Furthermore they decided to look at a length of 
tube which stretches from the midpoint at the tip of a fin to 
the midpoint of its adjacent interfin space (see Figure 2). 
The surface between those two points is then broken up 
into eight discrete segments, namely, ba, a0, O1, 12, 23, 34, 
45, and 56. For each of these segments, a local condensation 
rate for the condensate surface is calculated. These 
condensation rates are then summed for both the flooded and 
unflooded portions of the tube. In addition, condensate film 
thicknesses are determined for each of the eight segments. The 
outside heat transfer coefficient is then a function of the 
condensation rates, film thickness, fin efficiency, 
temperature difference, and enthalpy. A major disadvantage of 
this model is its complexity compared to the models of Rose 
(Ref. 4] or Beatty and Katz [Ref. 2], and a numerical solution 


is required to solve the problem. 
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Figure 2 Half Fin/Interfin Space as 
Analyzed by Adamek and Webb 


E. HONDA MODEL 

The Honda et al. model (Ref. 5], like that of Adamek and 
Webb is quite complex, but is the most comprehensive model 
available. Like Adamek and Webb (Ref. 3], the condensate film 
thickness is calculated, and gravity and surface tension 
effects are considered. For Honda's model, three cases are 
considered based on fin spacing and condensation rate (see 
Figure 3 from Ref. 5). Different sub-models are used for each 
case. These cases are a function of fin spacing and 
condensation rate and are used because it is expected that the 
depth of the condensate film in the inter-fin space would have 
a significant impact on the amount of heat transferred. 

Honda et al. (Ref. 5], however, take into consideration 
the properties of the test tube coolant, the inside heat 
transfer coefficient, and the tube wall conductivity in 
analyzing the heat transfer from the vapor to the coolant, and 
then determine the temperature field in the tube and fins. 
Therefore, their predicted outside heat transfer coefficient 
is a function of coolant properties, inside heat transfer 
coefficient, tube wall conductivity, fin efficiency, film 
thickness, and surface tension and temperature difference. 
This comprehensive analysis, however, requires a numerical 


solution. 
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III. EXPERIMENTAL APPARATUS 


A. SYSTEM AND SYSTEM INSTRUMENTATION OVERVIEW 
The system apparatus and instrumentation are identical to 
that as described by Cobb (Ref. 8]. A major computer upgrade 


is in progress, but has not yet been installed. 


B. TUBES TESTED 

As mentioned in the introduction, little experimental work 
has been done with tubes made of materials other than copper. 
For this work, tubes made of copper, aluminum, 90/10 copper- 
nickel, and 316 stainless steel were used in order to 
determine the relationship between tube heat transfer 
performance and tube thermal conductivity. The thermal 
conductivities for the tubes used were curve-fitted by Cobb 
(Ref. 8] for the temperature range of this work, from data 
taken from (Ref. 9]. Table I lists the thermal conductivities. 


TABLE I. THERMAL CONDUCTIVITIES OF TUBE MATERIALS 






MATERIAL THERMAL CONDUCTIVITY 


(w/ (m K)) 


| COPPER 39076 
ALUMINUM 2390-8 
25a 


COPPER-NICKEL 
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THERMAL CONDUCTIVITY 
(w/(m K)) 





STAINLESS STEEL 


All tubes tested contained a heatex insert. The heatex 
insert is an insert of wire loops and is used to promote 
repeatable, consistent, turbulent flow on the inside of the 
tubes to enhance the inside heat transfer coefficient and 
lower the inside thermal resistance. The tubes tested, and 


their dimensions are listed in Table II. 


TABLE II. SPECIFICATIONS FOR TUBES TESTED 


TUBE | FIN 
MATERIAL i | THICKNESS | SPACING 


(MM) (MM (MM) | (MM) 


| ) ) (MM) 


COPPER SMOOTH 
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TUBE 






MATERIAL THICKNESS | SPACING 


| 
Ἔκ ee pem pe 
1.50 1.00 1.50 


COPPERS 13.88 16.88 


NICKEL 


COPEER= 13.88 1.00 15.88 1.00 1.50 
NICKEL 

COPPER- 13.88 0.75 1558 1.00 

NICKEL 

COBBER- L288 0.50 14.38 1.00 

NICKEL 

STAINLESS 13.88 1.56 16.88 1.00 1.50 
STEEL 

STAINLESS 13.88 Ἱ 25 16.38 1.00 

STEEL 
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TUBE 
MATERIAL 


STAINLESS 


STEEL 


STAINLESS 


STEEL 


STAINLESS 


STEEL 
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FIN 
THICKNESS 
(MM) 


FIN 


SPACING 
(MM) 





IV. EXPERIMENTAL PROCEDURES AND DATA ANALYSIS 


A. SYSTEM OPERATION AND TUBE PREPARATION 

System (see Figure 4) operation was identical to that 
given by Cobb (Ref. 8]. For both atmospheric and vacuum runs, 
non-condensable gasses were removed by use of a vacuum pump. 
Simultaneously, the boiler heaters were turned on, and flow 
was initiated in the test tube. Once steady conditions were 
reached for the vacuum (saturation temperature of 48.7 degrees 
C) or atmospheric (saturation temperature of 100.0 degrees C) 
runs, cooling water flow was adjusted to 80% in the test 
tube. 

At this point data collection commenced. The data 
collection procedure was repeated and the temperatures checked 
for consistency before saving them. If the data were 
sufficiently consistent, (+/- 1%) the flow through the test 
tube was repeated with the flow meter reduced to 70%. This 
process continued down to 20% flow in the test tube and was 
then repeated from 20% back up to 80%. 

Tube preparation was also identical to that given by Cobb 
(Ref. 8] with the following exception: 

€ For aluminum tubes only, the treatment was stopped once a 
continuous oxide layer has been formed on the surface of 
the tube, but before dimensional changes had occurred 


because of excessive corrosion due to the high reactivity 
of aluminum. 
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B. COMPUTER CODES 

Three different computer codes were used for analysis in 
this work. The first of these codes was used to take the raw 
data and do initial processing, while the second and third 
were codified versions of the previously mentioned predictive 
models. 

1. DRPALL 

"DRPALL" is the name of the data acquisition and 

initial processing program. It is an HPBASIC program and 
remains unchanged from that described by Cobb [Ref. 8]. 
When used, the DRPALL program asks the user for information 
regarding test tube material type and configuration. Once the 
operator is ready to commence data taking, DRPALL either 
measures directly via an HP 3497 Data Acquisition Unit, or 
prompts the operator for data regarding boiler voltage, steam 
temperature and pressure, coolant flow, and coolant 
differential temperature. 


From this data the heat transfer rate can be calculated. 


Domos P (19) 


Then the overall heat transfer coefficient is calculated: 


U Q 


° A, (LMTD) em 


22 


where: 


12-1) 
1η zx (21) 
lsat-i2 


Since the desired output is outside heat transfer coefficient, 


the principle of thermal resistances in series is used, where 


the tube wall thermal resistance is written as: 


l Do 

D (22) 
RAE 2 
"PREK 


and the overall thermal resistance is given by: 


1 — +R — 
TA, BA,” BA, 





(23) 


DRPALL contains a computer code for the Modified Wilson 
Plot Technique to determine the inside and outside heat 
transfer coefficients. As described by Cobb [Ref. 8], the 
Modified Wilson Plot Technique uses the overall heat transfer 
coefficient to find the inside and outside heat transfer 
coefficients using assumed forms for them and following an 
iterative technique. Since the data were taken using the 
Petukhov-Popov correlation on the cooling water side(Ref. 10], 


the heat transfer coefficients were assumed to be: 
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where: 


£ RePr 


4 8 
D € 1/2 
K+K- (Pr?/3-1) 


e-[1.8210g(Re)-1.64] 7? 


K,=1+3.4e 


and: 


κ, 11.711.8ΡΠ1᾽ 


The values of « and C, are calculated in the code. 


(24) 


(25) 


(26) 


(27) 


(28) 


(29) 


addition, DRPALL contains corrections to take into account 


frictional heating of the coolant, as well as the fin effects 


of the two mounted ends of the test tube. More information for 


the Program DRPALL is given in Appendix A. 
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2. HEATMEYER 

"HEATMEYER" is a computer code originally written by 
Cobb [Ref. 8] and called HEATCOBB. HEATMEYER is a slightly 
altered version of HEATCOBB in order to allow an interactive 
input of tube parameters. This program is written in FORTRAN 
and is a codified version of the Rose model [Ref. 4], with one 
very important difference. Cobb (Ref. 8] modified the Rose 
model to take into account the effects of fin efficiency. The 
same fin efficiency equation used by the Beatty and Katz model 
(Ref. 2], was applied. 

All numerical values of outside heat transfer coefficient 
and enhancement, presented in this paper, that are attributed 
to Rose (modified) are determined by using this program. More 
information for the program HEATMEYER is given in Appendix B. 

3. Tsujimori 

In 1993, Tsujimori (Ref. 11], produced computer codes 
which calculate outside heat transfer coefficients and 
enhancements (for a given temperature difference) for the 
models of Nusselt, Beatty and Katz, Adamek and Webb, and Honda 
et al. All numerical values of outside heat transfer 
coefficient and enhancement presented in this thesis, which 
are attributed to Nusselt, Beatty and Katz, or Adamek and 
Webb, or Honda et al., were determined by use of Tsujimori's 
codes. More information regarding the Tsujimori programs is 


given in Appendix C. 
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V. RESULTS AND DISCUSSION 


A. GENERAL DISCUSSION 

Data were taken as described in Chapter IV, with two runs 
being done on each tube: one at atmospheric pressure, and 
another under vacuum conditions. Short form printouts of the 
data as taken and processed by program DRPALL are included in 
Appendix D. 

The names of the data files give information on the tube 
type and configuration, as well as the type of operation. The 
first two letters of the file name tell which type of tube 
material was used. For example, "ss" means stainless steel, 
and "cn" means copper-nickel. The numerical values in the file 
name represent the fin height of the tube where "15" means a 
fin height of 1.5mm, "125" means 1.25mm, "1" means 1mm etc.,. 
Finally, if the file name ends with an "A", that means the 
experimental data were taken at atmospheric pressure, vice a 
vacuum. Any file that ends with an "R" means that an original 
run had been terminated because of equipment problems, and 
that the run had been repeated. 

Any time experimental data are taken, experimental 
uncertainty becomes an important concern. Appendix E contains 
the program used to predict the uncertainty for any given run, 


as well as a brief explanation of the logic used. Appendix E 
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also contains the uncertainty analyses for all of the data 
runs. 

Related to uncertainty is the issue of repeatability. 
Consistency of experimental results is very important. In 
other words, it is vital that the data taken reflect the way 
tubes transfer heat, not the way the author collected his 
data. To demonstrate repeatability, Table III is a comparison 
of data taken by Cobb (Ref. 8] and the author for two tubes of 
identical dimensions ( 1mm fin height, imm fin thickness, and 
1.5mm fin spacing ) at vacuum. 

Another indication of repeatability is how the data from 
one tube compares with that of another, ie, are there any 
trends or does the data seem entirely random? As demonstrated 
in the plots to follow, there are some very clear trend which 
help establish the repeatability of any one individual data 
run. 


TABLE III. COMPARISON OF INDEPENDENT RUNS OF FINNED TUBES 
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B. HEAT TRANSFER COEFFICIENT VS. TEMPERATURE DIFFERENCE 





Figures 5 through 12 are plots of the outside heat 
transfer coefficient versus film temperature difference where 
the temperature difference, again, is defined as the 
difference between the saturation temperature of the steam and 
the outside wall temperature of the test tube calculated at 
the base of the fin. Figure 5 also shows some sample 
uncertaint bars as determined in Appendix E. Two points 
immediately make themselves clear: 

1. Improvement of Enhanced Over Smooth Tube Performance 

For two tube materials, copper and aluminum, data were 


taken on smooth tubes with the same outside diameter as the 
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Ho vs.delta T for Aluminum tubes at vacuum 
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Figure 7 Experimental Results of Ho Vs. 
Temperature Difference for Copper-Nickel 
Tubes at Vacuum 
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diameter of the finned tubes at the base of the fins (ie the 
root diameter). Exactly as one would expect, there is a marked 
increase in the heat transfer of the integral- 

fin tubes when compared to the smooth tubes. These effects can 
be seen impácgupésCoOnduerisnüylOn Tube Performance 

When comparing the data for high conductivity 
materials, such as copper or aluminum, against the performance 
of low conductivity materials, such as copper-nickel or 
stainless steel, it becomes apparent that the conductivity of 
the material plays a large role in tube performance. There is 
a very definite trend established that as thermal conductivity 
decreases, so does heat transfer performance. The stainless 
steel plots in particular, (Figures 8 and 12) demonstrate that 
beyond fin heights of 0.5mm for vacuum, and 0.75mm for 
atmospheric, the effect of the low conductivity is so 
significant (ie, low fin efficiency) that the heat transfer 
coefficient does not increase with fin height. 

In fact, beyond these critical fin heights, the heat 
transfer coefficient decreases with fin height. This can be 
explained by the fact that, as described previously in Chapter 
I, as fin height increases, not only is fin efficiency 
reduced, but, the amount of tube that is flooded increases, 
reducing the amount of tube surface for effective condensation 
to occur, and therefore decreasing the outside heat transfer 


coefficient. 
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C. COMPARISON OF DATA WITH PREDICTIVE MODELS 

Figures 13 through 20 are plots of outside heat transfer 
coefficient against temperature difference for the 
experimental data and five predictive models. This is done 
for tubes of a fin height of 0.75mm. The models are those of 
Adamek and Webb (Ref. 3], Honda et al. [Ref. 5], Beatty and 
Katz [Ref. 2], modified Rose [Ref. 4], and Nusselt [Ref. 1]. 

The Nusselt model is for a smooth tube vice a finned tube 
and is only included to provide an indication of the 
enhancement achieved by using finned tubing. 

There are two models which seem to consistently predict 
tube performance reasonably well. They are the models of Rose 
(modified) [Ref. 4], and Beatty and Katz [Ref. 2]. 

The Beatty and Katz model, which, while reasonably 
accurate, consistently  over-predicts the experimental 
performance of the integral-fin tubes. This is due to the fact 
that Beatty and Katz neglected the effects of surface tension. 
In fact, the Beatty and Katz model clearly is more accurate 
for the atmospheric runs than it is for the vacuum runs. This 
is because the atmospheric runs are conducted at 100 degrees 
C (vice 48.7 C during vacuum conditions) where the condensate 
surface tension is reduced. 

The modified Rose [{Ref. 4) model appears to be overall the 


most accurate model, although it tends to under-predict the 
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experimental tube performance. Of course, accuracy coupled 
with conservatism can be a very desirable design 
characteristic. Actual values of enhancement as predicted by 
modified Rose, experimental enhancement, and the percent 
difference between the two, will be presented later in tabular 
form. 

As Figures 13 through 20 show, the Adamek and Webb [Ref. 
3] model tends to excessively over-predict the performance of 
integral-fin tubes. Though the model displays the correct 
trends, the relative inaccuracy and complexity compared to the 
modified Rose model, would tend to render the Adamek and Webb 
model unusable. 

The Honda et al. [Ref. 5] model demonstrates the ability 
to be extremely accurate, but its predictions vary widely as 
the model steps through its different sub-cases (the wide 
changes in outside heat transfer coefficient predicted by the 
Honda model do not seem to be borne out by the experimental 
results). Again, the complexity and often inaccuracy of the 
Honda model makes other models such as modified Rose, more 
appealing. The inaccuracies of the Adamek and Webb [Ref. 3] 
and Honda et al. [Ref.5] models may be due to errors in the 


codes established by Tsujimori [Ref. 11]. 


D. ENHANCEMENT VS. FIN HEIGHT 
Figures 21 and 22 are plots of the experimental 


enhancement ratio versus fin height for all four tube 
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materials. The enhancement is defined as the ratio of 
experimentally found outside heat transfer coefficient at a 
given temperature difference, over the outside heat transfer 
coefficient for the same temperature difference as predicted 
by Nusselt. There are three major points which can be derived 
from these plots: 
1. Smooth Tube Performance 

For the copper and aluminum smooth tubes (ie fin 
height equal to zero), one can see a slight enhancement over 
that predicted by Nusselt. This is due to the fact that 
contrary to Nusselt’s assumption of a quiescent vapor, there 
is a downward vapor velocity associated with the experimental 
data (approximately 2 m/s for vacuum runs and 1 m/s for the 
atmospheric runs). This vapor velocity tends creates a shear 
force that thins the condensate film and enhances heat 
transfer. 

2. Effect of Fin Height on Enhancement 

Again, particularly for high conductivity materials, 
as fin height increases, so does performance. For example, for 
copper and aluminum tubes, one can see an increasing 
enhancement up to a fin height of 1.5mm, and the data appear 
to demonstrate that a further increase in enhancement may 
occur if fin height is further increased. However, this is not 
so for low conductivity materials as discussed in the next 


section. 
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3. Effect of Conductivity on Enhancement 

Low thermal conductivity materials severely reduce 
enhancement. As can be seen in Figures 21 and 22, raising the 
fin height would not necessarily result in further enhanced 
performance. Even for a material with an intermediate thermal 
conductivity, such as copper-nickel (see Figure 21), beyond a 
fin height of about 0.75mm, there is little increase in the 
enhancement. For stainless steel, the enhancement decreases 
for a fin height above 0.5 - 0.75mm, depending on the 
operating conditions. 

In the present study, the minimum fin height used was 
0.5mm. For stainless steel, it is observed that under vacuum 
conditions, the enhancement peaks at a fin height of 0.5mm and 
decreases for larger values. A recent work by Jaber and Webb 
(Ref. 6], shows that for titanium tubes, which have a 
conductivity near that of stainless steel, the enhancement 
increases with increasing fin height of 0.28 and 0.43mm. It 
appears that for such tubes, 0.5mm fin height would result in 
an optimum performance. However, more experimentation with 
lower fin heights is required before any firm conclusions can 


be reached. 


E. COMPARISON OF ENHANCEMENT WITH THE ROSE (MODIFIED) MODEL 
Figures 23 through 30 are plots of enhancement versus fin 
height and compare the experimental data to the predictive 


results of the modified Rose model. Note that for all the 
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plots, the modified Rose model demonstrates a reasonable to 
very good predictive capability. The only glaring shortcoming 
of the Rose model is its inability to predict the performance 
peaks of stainless steel at low fin heights (Figures 26 & 30). 

Surprisingly, even though the original Rose model was 
developed using experimental data for copper tubes at 
atmospheric pressure, the modified Rose model works well for 
all tube materials. In addition, one might expect, that the 
modified Rose model would work best for copper tubes at 
atmospheric pressure, when in fact, this is not the case. This 
may be at least partially explained by recognizing that the B 
coefficients for the Rose model were determined without taking 
into account fin efficiency. Adding a fin efficiency to create 
the modified Rose model would then make the coefficients 
incorrect since they essentially include the effects of copper 
fin efficiency, assumed to be unity. Accuracy of the modified 
Rose model improves for conductivities less than that of 
copper, probably because the effects of fin efficiency become 
increasingly predominant. 

Table IV. compares enhancement for a given experimental 
data run to the average enhancement as predicted by Rose 
(modified) for the same film temperature difference. 

Note that with very few exceptions, the modified Rose 
model was able to predict the experimental data with good 
accuracy. The few exceptions may be more an indication of 


experimental error than of problems with Rose’s (modified) 
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model. The potential of the modified Rose model warrants more 


experimental data to further establish its validity. 


TABLE IV. EXPERIMENTAL AND ROSE MODEL ENHANCEMENTS 


TUBE TYPE ROSE DIFF. 
(MODIFIED) 





61 











ROSE 
(MODIFIED) 





= 


— — — 
πι LA 
— — an 
πι 11. 
— — — 
— — — 
— — 
[m — — 


62 


TUBE TYPE EXP ROSE $ DIFF. 
(MODIFIED) 


fe τη — 
— τε 











63 


VI. CONCLUSIONS AND RECOMMENDATIONS 


A. CONCLUSIONS 

Experimental data were obtained for steam condensation on 
integral-fin tubes made of copper, aluminum, 90/10 copper- 
nickel, and 316 stainless steel at both atmospheric and vacuum 
conditions. The tubes used had a root diameter of 13.88mm, a 
fin thickness of 1.0mm, a fin spacing of 1.5mm and fin heights 
ranging from 0.5mm to 1.5mm, in 0.25mm increments. From this 


data, the following conclusions can be made: 


1. Reliable, repeatable data have been obtained, on the 
performance of integral-fin tubes of varying materials 
and fin heights. 


2. For high conductivity materials, such as copper or 
aluminum, as fin height increases so does the 
enhancement of performance. 


3. For low conductivity materials, such as stainless 
steel,the effect of increasing surface area for heat 
transfer by raising fin height, is negated by both the 
poor fin efficiency, and the increased flooded area of 
the tube, resulting in a decrease in heat transfer 
performance. 


4. Of the examined predictive models, the modified Rose 
model seems to be the most accurate. This is despite 
the fact that his empirically determined coefficients 
were found only with data for a copper tube at 
atmospheric pressure. 


64 


B. RECOMMENDATIONS 


1. Use the results from tubes tested in this work and in 
future work, to evaluate the B coefficients in the 
modified Rose model to determine if the B values need 
to be changed. 


2. Test tubes at a fin height of imm with a fin spacing 
ranging from 0.5mm to 2.0mm to find a spacing which 
maximizes heat transfer enhancement for each tube 
material. 


3. Test tubes at a fin height of imm with a fin thickness 
ranging from 0.25mm to 1.5mm to find a fin thickness 
which maximizes heat transfer enhancement for each 
tube material. 


4. Using the results from 2 and 3, find the ideal fin 
configuration which maximizes heat transfer enhancement 
for each tube material. 


5. Experimentally determine how changing the root diameter 
of a tube changes the results in 4. 


6. Continue with the computer upgrade in progress, to 
ensure faster, more timely analysis. 


7. Install a sight glass defogger on the test apparatus to 
enable the operator to easily visualize the tube during 
testing. 


8. Install a throttle valve to more precisely regulate 
the cooling water flow through the test tube. 
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APPENDIX A. - PROGRAM DRPALL 

The computer program DRPALL, is a program written in HP 
Basic 3.0 which drives the HP 3497 Data Acquisition Unit. 
DRPALL takes the raw data, and using the Modified Wilson Plot 
Technique, calculates the test tube outside heat transfer 
coefficient. DRPALL also takes into account frictional heating 
of the test tube coolant, as well as tube end effects (ie it 
considers the fact that the two ends of the test tube act like 
fins). 

More information on program DRPALL can be obtained by 


contacting: 


Prof. Paul J. Marto, Code ME/Mx 
Department of Mechanical Engineering 
Naval Postgraduate School 

Monterey Ca. 93943-5002 
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APPENDIX B. - PROGRAM HEATMEYER 
HEATMEYER is the program which predicts the outside heat 
transfer coefficient, and enhancement of integral-fin tubes 
based on the modified Rose model (Ref. 4]. HEATMEYER is a 
slight alteration of  Cobb's HEATCOBB (Ref. 8]. More 
information on program  HEATMEYER can be obtained by 
contacting: 
Prof. Paul J. Marto, Code ME/Mx 
Department of Mechanical Engineering 


Naval Postgraduate School 
Monterey Ca. 93943-5002 
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APPENDIX C. - TSUJIMORI COMPUTER CODES 

These codes, written by Tsujimori [Ref. 11] are written in 
the "C" computer language. There are a total of three 
individual programs. One program for Nusselt (Ref. 1] (as a 
reference), as well as Beatty and Katz [Ref. 2], one program 
for the Adamek and Webb [Ref. 3] model, and the last program 
for the Honda et al. (Ref. 5] model. 

All three programs are interactive and are written such 
that the user may specify the test tube parameters for any 
tube without having to alter the program. All three programs 
generate data files of heat transfer coefficient vs. 
temperature difference, as well as enhancement ratio vs. 
temperature difference or heat flux or fin spacing. For more 
information on the Tsujimori codes, contact: 

Prof. Paul J. Marto, Code ME/Mx 
Department of Mechanical Engineering 


Naval Postgraduate School 
Monterey, Ca 93943-5002 
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APPENDIX D. - EXPERIMENTAL DATA 
This Appendix has short form printouts, generated by 


program DRPALL, for all data runs taken. 
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APPENDIX E. - UNCERTAINTY ANALYSIS 

When taking experimental measurements, error is always 
introduced. Though great care was used to ensure the accuracy 
of the data taken, there is no such thing as perfectly exact 
measurements. While the error introduced by any one particular 
measurement may be small, the cumulative error introduced by 
all the measurements may become quite large. 

Uncertainty is defined as the estimated difference between 
the actual measured value, and the calculated one. Kline and 
McClintock [Ref. 12] developed a method to determine the 
uncertainty of an experimentally derived value. This value V, 
which is a function of many measured quantities ie, V = 


V(x,,X,,X,,...X,), has an uncertainty given by the formula: 


oV 


2 
«|| Cle (30) 
sta] : 





U, 








av .Fl | av 
A dx 





2 2 
eee ou, 


where: 
U, = the uncertainty in the dependant variable 
X,,X4,...X, 7 the measured independent variables 


n 


U,,U,,...U,, = measured variable uncertainty 


Georgiadis [Ref. 13], gives a complete description of the 


uncertainty analysis used. 
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The uncertainty analysis program used is given in this 
Appendix along with examples, and was a revision of Cobb's 


[Ref. 8]. 
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